
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Notes from the Lighthouse 
I had a lovely supportive email this week from a parent, all of these messages of hope for 

what we are all doing is so important, that said "...can we have a quieter week next week 

and just let the kids get on with learning?".  Well, that is my eternal prayer right now as we 

continue to navigate our school community to the 31st May and successfully complete our 

academic year.  I took a great deal of heart from the wonderful guest slot I had with Sure 

Starter and Miss Liuba this week, just to see how good the students are learning and being 

positive through all of this awful time. The student councils' discussion about hope earlier 

this week was one of the best critical thinking classes I have experienced for a long time.  

We have remarkable young people in our community who have responded so well to what 
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has challenged all of us, so-called wiser and older heads.  The future really is going to be in 

good hands with these young people here in Moldova and around the World. Their 

discussion on the concept of hope was much better than any of the Oxford/Cambridge 

University interview classes I used to prepare and can remember. We all know that this 

crisis will change all of us and the things we take for granted we will think differently about 

again.  Our very concept of freedom and free will to take a walk outside, see our friends and 

family and share life will recalibrate us for the better. Let’s hope the Gaia impact on our 

planet as economic activity has ceased will also focus the minds of those that lead can 

change our World for the better.  

 

My assembly to Gymnasium this week was on books that inspired me and I am almost 

through Jane Eyre now.  I finally feel I can look at my old mentor and teacher, Les Jones, in 

the eye and say I have read it. We are all finding new skills and interests and it is amazing 

how many students have taken to knitting and said how therapeutic it is. I just love the 

creativity I see daily and I will make special mention of Mrs Maria and her French class for 

the wonderful celebrations for Francophone Day that they participated in on the 20th 

March.  

 

Finally, I read a very interesting article from Stanford University this week about how 

societies and communities have kept cohesive in history. I want to share and paraphrase 

Professor Robert Putnam of Harvard; “First you need glue to bind a community together, 

but you also need a lubricant to sort out friction”. We have shown these weeks the cohesive 

glue of educating our children as the strongest bond we have keeping our community united. 

Our hope, support, routines, learning & messages are what are keep us together to get 

through these tough times.  

 

Take care, stay safe and stay home, Rob Ford  

 

 
 

Heritage in the news 

Director Rob Ford’s interview last weekend with Valentina Ursu and Radio Free Europe: 

Covid19 & education - “Doing nothing is not an option” 

https://moldova.europalibera.org/a/robert-ford-pe-timp-de-criz%C4%83-a-nu-face-nimic-

nu-este-o-op%C8%9Biune-/30514750.html 

 

We have been awarded as a European, etwinning school! 

https://diez.md/2020/03/24/heritage-a-obtinut-certificatul-de-scoala-etwinning/ 

 

Our partner company, QUBO, and director Ludmila Gurau, talks about communications in 

the crisis in this interview here. 

https://moldova.europalibera.org/a/robert-ford-pe-timp-de-criz%C4%83-a-nu-face-nimic-nu-este-o-op%C8%9Biune-/30514750.html
https://moldova.europalibera.org/a/robert-ford-pe-timp-de-criz%C4%83-a-nu-face-nimic-nu-este-o-op%C8%9Biune-/30514750.html
https://diez.md/2020/03/24/heritage-a-obtinut-certificatul-de-scoala-etwinning/


 

 

https://www.iqads.ro/articol/50000/noul-context-ludmila-gurau-comunicarea-de-criza-

solicita-multa-creativitate-dar 

 

FAQs; 

Q1: Can we look at how we balance less screen time? 

A1: Absolutely.  The DLP certainly isn’t about constant screen time. The model evolves as 

we all get used to. The teachers discussed ways forward this week at their online meeting.  

 

Q2:  Do we continue on the DLP on Monday 3rd April?  

A2:  Yes.  It is in the Order from the Ministry of Education and we have it on high authority 

that the Prime Minister has said it will.  Educating our children, giving them routines, 

meaningful learning and supporting their wellbeing through the DLP is crucial.  There are 

hills not to fight on but this was our hill to fight on! 

 

Q3: How can we check all are ok? 

A3:  The daily attendance check is working - we have nearly 100% daily - higher than when 

school is in real time.  We have follow up to make sure absences are checked. This is really 

important. The Student Councils have also been discussing and working on ideas to support 

every student.  They are showing the most impressive leadership. 

 

Q4: How can people enroll and visit the school for September? 

A4: People can enroll online and we have a virtual Open House on the 16th May.  All of this 

is continuing, even more so and the interest in the school is through the roof. We are dealing 

with this academic year and getting our community through to the 31st May and the summer 

break, at the same time all the planning continues for September as normal. 

 

Articles of Interest for home 

More than 1.5 billion students around the world are not attending school due to the new 

#coronavirus @UNESCO launches Global Education Coalition for #COVID19 Response to 

ensure #LearningNeverStops. 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-emergencies/coronavirus-school-closures 

 

How education may never be the same again - https://www.marketwatch.com/story/theres-

no-returning-to-regular-schooling-as-online-learning-goes-mainstream-2020-03-25 

 

Yale University’s most popular online course on Wellbeing & happiness available for free - 

https://www-timeout-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.timeout.com/usa/news/yales-super-

popular-happiness-class-is-available-online-for-free-032620/amp 

  

Books to read at home for everyone to be entertained: 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/mar/30/kids-at-home-the-books-you-should-read-

to-keep-everyone-entertained 

 

Museum challenges people in self-quarantine to recreate favorite works of art with objects 

at home 

https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/museum-challenges-people-recreate-art-with-objects-at-

home-181920032.html 
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Free British Council Future Learn course - Exploring English: Shakespeare 

Improve your English language skills by looking at the life and works of William 

Shakespeare and his enduring popularity. 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/explore-english-shakespeare 

 

Stay at home with the British Council 

resources - Staying at home is a new reality for many of us and we’ve all got to make the 

best out of the current situation. Some lovely ideas here.  

https://www.britishcouncil.am/en/stay-home 

 

Bright shine students this week 

 
 

Celebrating International Francophonie Day on March 20 to celebrate the French 

language and Francophone culture.  
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Rainbow xylophone 

 

 
 

The new reality we are in now is a real challenge for all of us, regardless of the roles we 

play. Today, however, we will talk about the role of parents that are forced by the situation 

to keep in the house children who are naturally always willing to go out, to run and 

socialize. Many parents resort to technology in order to keep their kids entertained and 

occupied, completely forgetting the benefits of arts and crafts. True, technology is very 

useful, and kids should be introduced to it, but it should never come at the expense of them 

playing and making things with their own hands. There are many benefits of arts and crafts 

that go beyond simply allowing your kids to express themselves in a more creative way, and 

here are some of them: 

  improves coordination and fine motor skills; 

  helps children express themselves, develops self-esteem; 

  makes them more creative and productive; 

 inspires to think critically; 

 helps  develop other skills; 

 It is fun and helps to develop a great Parent – Child relation that will be fundamental 

to having happy and emotionally balanced children !!!  

 

Our craft teachers made tutorials for Primary and Gymnasium students-WEEKEND 

CRAFT, enjoy creating things together: 

                                           Heritage Weekend Craft 

Primary Gymnasium 

Funny Sheep 

https://youtu.be/XLrhYwh186I 

 

Vase 

https://youtu.be/95wbbquKQuQ 

 

Easter egg decoupage 

https://youtu.be/MTweYNqRFVg 

 

Summer house 

https://youtu.be/sK5y2H3r6as 
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Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, Cambridge Assessment has taken the difficult decision not to 

run the international exams in the May 2020 series in any country. In this regard, we would 

like to inform you that Cambridge Primary and Secondary Checkpoint Exams within 

Heritage International School have been cancelled for this academic year. 
 

 

 

Director: director@heritage.md 

Academic/Secondary school: inga.chiosa@heritage.md 

Primary: vera.stanojlovic@heritage.md 

International: international@heritage.md 

Distance Learning Coordinator: lynda.smith@heritage.md 

School Psychologist: olesea.pletniov@heritage.md 

Cambridge Secondary: rose.moran@heritage.md 

ESL Cambridge primary: larisa.mirza@heritage.md 

Absences: school.absences@heritage.md 

Buses/meals: tatiana.arnautu@heritage.md 
 

Follow Heritage on social media: FB (@heritage.moldova) Webpage (www.heritage.md/) Twitter account(@HIS_Moldova     

                                                           

  

 

6th-10th April, 2020 Science Week 

18th-27th April, 2020 (Saturday-Monday) Easter Break 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

MAIN CONTACTS 


